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journal homepage: http://ees.elsevier.com/epagNew Responsibilities for PediatriciansIt is true that many colleagues in our profession are quite
reluctant to move out of their strict specialty; words such as
advocacy, lobbying and policy are viewed sometimes with
skepticism, disapproval, and sometimes with contempt regard-
ing them as meddling in politics.
Now we are faced with scientiﬁc facts and ethical obliga-
tions that abrogate such negativism, nowadays many presti-
gious universities and institutions are including these new
responsibilities in the curricula of medical students and post-
graduate pediatric training.
Advocacy in Pediatrics
‘‘Not being able to speak is not the same as not having any-
thing to say.’’
[– Anonymous]
The role of advocacy in western pediatrics dates back to the
end of the 19th century when an epiphany within medicine
crystallized the necessity that children deserved a cadre of pro-
fessionals dedicated to their care.
In addition, it was evident, even then, that an emphasis on
advocacy and the protection of children would comprise a core
aspect of the profession.
Abraham Jacobi (May 6, 1830–July 10, 1919) – a respect-
able rebel – articulated a model for pediatrics with a focus well
beyond speciﬁc diseases, one that involved disease prevention
in healthy children, educating parents about child rearing,
and social activism for children’s rights.Peer review under responsibility of Egyptian Pediatric Association
Gazette.
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http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.epag.2013.11.006The reason that advocacy is so much embedded in the work
of pediatrics is that children have little political voice of their
own and rely on the proxy voice of others including pediatri-
cians to speak out on their behalf. This voice is so important
because of the overrepresentation of our children among the
poor and underserved.
It should be stated that the ‘‘shared voice’’ of pediatrics has
been heard throughout our history––speaking on behalf of all
children.
It is a child’s right, to have an attentive devoted and breast-
feeding mother for 2 years. Working mothers should have a
paid leave or at least a fully equipped nursing faculty at work
and frequent breaks to nurse her child.
Future parents, health workers and media people should
have necessary education starting from school curricula fol-
lowed by specialized training focusing on early childhood
development and care.
The current advocacy issues for the EPA include:
 Breastfeeding: Empowering mothers,
 Early childhood development and stimulation for all,
 Optimum free vaccination for all,
 Early education and continuous education for all,
 Environmental protection,
 Preventing culture of violence,
 Preventing child accidents, and
 Programs for children’s disabilities.he Egyptian Pediatric Association.
